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Have a ball
Get involved with beach volleyball at the South 
Melbourne Beach this summer with the Sunset 
Sessions. VicBeach and the Beach Hotel are running 
lessons every Tuesday and Wednesday from 6.30pm 
till sunset, and there are competitions every Monday 
and Thursday. Each session costs $15. At the corner of 
Beacons“ eld Parade and Victoria Avenue, Albert Park. 
Details: www.vicbeach.com.au

Snakey sculptures
Science meets creativity in Gary Rance•s serpentine 
sculptures on display at the Jackman Gallery until 
November 22. His sensuous and “ gurative carvings 
will be on show, along with life drawings from the St 
Kilda Based Life Drawing Group. The gallery is open 
Wednesday to Sunday from 11am. At 60 Inkerman St, 
St Kilda. Details: www.jackmangallery.com.au

Film fame
The City of Port Phillip is calling passionate “ lmmakers 
under the age of 21 to enter Under The Radar, the youth 
category in the St Kilda Short Film Festival Competition. 
There are thousands of dollars in prizes on offer and 
entries close March 1. For more information, visit 
www.stkilda“  lmfestival.com.au/UnderTheRadar

Men•s meal
Enjoy a dinner and some conversation with like-
minded men at the Kilbride Centre, a place for personal 
development and spirituality, on November 25. A place 
at the table of Dinner for Men is $25. At 52 Beacons“ eld 
Parade, Albert Park, from 6.45pm. Details and RSVP: 
9690 1076.

Schoolyard celebrations
Middle Park Primary School is holding a fete on 
November 22. From 9am to 3pm, the kids can enjoy 
rides and toy stalls, while stalls of gourmet food, cakes 
and clothes will keep the grown-ups occupied. Support 
the school and make your way to the corner of Mills and 
Richardson streets, Middle Park.

Splat attack
Melbourne-based and New Zealand born artist Steph 
Hall•s exhibition Splat will be at Port Art Gallery from 
November 19 to 29. On November 21 from 3pm to 5pm, 
art lovers will be able to meet the painter and discuss 
her work. The gallery is open Thursday to Sunday from 
11am to 5pm. At 384 Bay Street, Port Melbourne. 
Details: www.portart.com.au or 0409 432 643.

Reuben Krum•s primary school teacher 
told him he should never sing. •When 
I was a young kid I was completely 

tone deaf,Ž he admits. But that didn•t stop 
him begging his mum for singing lessons. 
Twenty years on, Krum has forged a 
successful career as a cabaret performer 
and when he ran into his old teacher a few 
months ago, he told her he was performing 
that night at the Melbourne Concert Hall 
to a sold-out crowd. 

For his shows at the Dogs Bar, he•s 
incorporated German songs such as classics 
from Weill, Eisler and Hollaender to mark 

this month•s 20th anniversary of the fall of 
the Berlin Wall. 

Krum is looking forward to his “  rst 
performances at the St Kilda venue, which 
reminds him of bars in Europe that have 
allowed the cabaret scene to ” ourish. •You 
have a back room with a bar where you let 
freaks of society vent their spleen. It just so 
happens I•m doing it in a suit.Ž 

He describes his style as •swing with a 
devilish twistŽ switching between raunch, 
comedy, musical theatre and swing in one 
night. With a collection of music sheets •the 
size of Fort KnoxŽ “ lling his East St Kilda 

home, he has no shortage of material to 
work with and often mixes the words from 
one song with the arrangement of another. 

Krum also breaks into various charac-
ters based on drunken patrons he•s encoun-
tered working in bars. 

•They•re all in the show, from the 
female British backpacker who can hold a 
slab of VB in a night to a truly horrible wog 
character.Ž

Krum will be supported by a three-
piece band for his show starting 8.30pm, 
November 25 at the Dogs Bar, Acland 
Street, St Kilda. For tickets, call 8534 3020. 

Life is a cabaret
Reuben Krum•s doubters are eating their words. By Rosemary Bolger

Idol hasn•t lost voice ... yet
Whatever the result, Sunday•s Australian 

Idol  “ nale promises a few things. 
Shameless product placement, for  a start. 
After six years of pumping cash into the show, 
McDonald•s jumped ship as Idol •s ratings fell 
last year. This season•s obligatory fast food 

sponsor is KFC, so about every two episodes 
there will be a shot of the contestants saying 
•mmm, I•m hungryŽ before receiving red-
and-white boxes. 

I also guarantee Andrew G, who 
has hosted the show solo this year after 
former sidekick James Matheson defected 
to The 7pm Project, will use the phrase 
•we•ll “  nd out after the breakŽ at least 
six times. There might be some con-

trived tension between Dicko and Kyle 
Sandilands• judging panel replacement Jay 

Dee Springbett, who got audiences offside 
early with his fence-sitting comments (Idol  
already has one Marcia Hines, it doesn•t 
need another) and tried to throw in some 
nasty comments about 18-year-old contest-
ant Stan Walker•s weight later on to stir up 
publicity. 

Seven years on from Guy Sebastian and 
Shannon Noll, is Idol  “ nally idle? Not accord-
ing to Ten, which has committed to an eighth 
season in 2010 despite mediocre ratings and 
timeslot shuf” ing this year.

But the show continues to “ nd gems. Top 
“ ve “ nalist Toby Moulton, who quit the show 
to return to his day job as a primary school 
teacher, baf” ed the judges, who couldn•t work 
out whether he wanted to be a grandparent-
pleasing RSL crooner or a soulful Britpop 
singer. Regardless, his voice was gorgeous.

Ditto Walker, who one imagines would 
have been discovered by a record company 
executive regardless of whether he auditioned 
for Idol . He•s the most natural performer since 
the show•s inaugural winner and, to prove he•s 
no one-trick R&B pony, has sung the likes of 
Metallica, Silverchair and Leonard Cohen.

If you can put up with the teenagers with 
stupid haircuts who believe they•re on the verge 
of stardom, the judges• terrible banter and the 
in-show ads for fast food and mobile phones, 
Idol  still has something decent to offer. 

Sunday, Ten, 7.30pm
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